
EE.
The Educational Imagination

An Investigation of Elliot Eisner’s thought of The Educational Imagination

The purpose of this study is to clarify Elliot Eisner’s thought of The Educational 

Imagination. Focus is placed here on a comparative study of his three publications 

entitled ‘The Educational Imagination’ between 1979, 1985, and 1994. In this process, 

this study is referred to John Dewey’s essential concept ‘quality’ and ‘qualitative 

inquiry’

From this study it can be seen that the second and third publications are different in 

parts. It seems to the author that Eisner has critical message on ‘what is the basics of 

education’ and ‘school curriculum’ to his book readers, especially his ‘educational 

criticism’ and ‘forms of representation’ on the policy of education (for instance, why 

qualitative experience is forgotten in objectivity of curriculum) from 1970s to 2000s in 

the United States. 
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Cognition and Curriculum 1982,1994 CC

The Educational Imagination 1979,1985,1994
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The Features and Functions of Forms of Representation

A Closer Look at Forms of Representation

What is Basic in Education? 1970 80

Back to the Basic Movement

professional educator

Reforming Educational Reform 1980

90 1983 2000 1991

Political Mandates 

for Change Obstacles to Change

Looking Beneath the Surface Human 

Nature and the Purposes of Schooling

How Shall We Decide What to Teach?

comprehensive ecological systematic

EI 1985 4

Five Basic Orientations to the Curriculum
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CC 1994

Some Implications for Curriculum and Evaluation

From Cognition to Curriculum

metamorphosis

curriculum specialist

CC EI

The Educational Imagination
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1983 2000 1991

2000 1993

appreciate private

disclose public
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meta-criticism

13 14 13 A Final Word

14

13 A Criticism of an Educational 

Criticism

12

13 1 The Features of Meta-Criticism

Meta criticism is the criticism of criticism

The Educational Imagination 

EI 1985 1994

The Curriculum 

Field Today Where We Are, Where We Were, and Where We Are Going

Schooling in America

Where Are We Heading?

Five Basic Orientations to the Curriculum

Curriculum Ideologies

On the Art of Teaching

Reshaping Assessment in Evaluation
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Schooling in America 

2000 1991

1913 20 1990

2000

2000

Curriculum Ideologies 

The Significance of 

Ideologies in Education

Six 

Curriculum Ideologies
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Charles Robert Darwin

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel

Jean Piaget —

Lev Semenovich Vygotsky Howard Gardner

(problem-centered) (flexible 

purposing)

symbol systems

plurality of intelligence

multiple intelligences, MI

Basil Bernstein

the null curriculum

Curriculum Ideologies
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The Enlightened Eye 1998 EE

Reshaping Assessment in Evaluation 

assessment On the Art of 

Teaching Reshaping Assessment in Evaluation

evaluation  assessment

Frederick Taylor
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1

presentational representational a coding system

percipient

a mode of disclosure

open-ended and flexible

EI EE 1998

idiosyncratic inevitable

personal flexibility adjustment

iterativity sensitive
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criteria

Art as Experience 1934

standards

criteria Criticism is judgment

EI

1

pervading underlying 

qualitative whole

J. Dewey 1934 Art as Experience. New York Milton, Balch & Company, p.196.
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The Enlightened Eye,1991

Thomas A. Schwandt 2007 The SAGE Dictionary of Qualitative Inquiry Third 

Edition. California Sage Publications Inc,p.248. 

2  James G. Henderson 2005 Standing on Elliot Eisner’s Shoulders, pp53-62. 

P. Bruce Uhrmacher, Jonathan Matthews Intricate Palette :Working the Ideas of  

Elliot Eisner. New Jersey Pearson Merrill Prentice Hall
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8 Ibid., pp.20-21. 
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14 Ibid., p.85. 

15 E. W. Eisner 1994a , op.cit.,p.215. 
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longitudinal and lateral aspects of 

experience

J. Dewey 1938 Experience and Education. New York The Macmillan Company, 

p.42. 

29 E. W. Eisner 1994a , op.cit.,pp.68-69. 

30 Ibid.,pp.70-71. 

31 Ibid.,pp.71-72. 
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Nelson Goodman 1978 Way of Worldmaking. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing 

Co.,Inc. 2008

33
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35 Ibid.,p.80.
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1994a p.23

36 Ibid.,pp.80-81. “the null curriculum” The Three 
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implicit curriculum” “the null curriculum”
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Curriculum: Its Theoretical Basis and Practical Implications. Curriculum 

Inquiry. Vol.16,No.1 Spring ,pp.33 42.  
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40 Ibid.,p.198. 

41 Ibid.,pp.200-201.
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2008 77

42 Ibid.,pp.201-203. 

43 Ibid.,pp.203-210. 

44 pervasive 

quality

a whole

J. Dewey 1934 , op.cit.,pp.202-204. 

45 CC 1994b

E. W. Eisner 1994b , op.cit.,p.42. 

46 E. W. Eisner 1994a , op.cit.,p.210. 
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